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Coming together to know Christ and to make him known
February 21, 2021 - First Sunday of Lent

David & Ellen Luna
Welcome! "There is a Grace that

Shelley Kral

CALL TO WORSHIP (Joel 2:12-13)

Leader: The LORD says, “Turn to me now, while there is time.
Give me your hearts.
Come with fasting, weeping, and mourning.
Don’t tear your clothing in your grief,
but tear your hearts instead.”
All: We will turn to the LORD our God,
for he is merciful and compassionate,
slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love.
He is eager to relent and not punish.

Jesus Messiah

Refrain: Jesus Messiah! Name above all names! Blessed Redeemer. Emmanuel.
The Rescue for sinners. The Ransom from heaven. Jesus Messiah, Lord of all.

He became sin, who knew no sin, that we might become His righteousness.
He humbled Himself and carried the cross. Love so amazing! Love so amazing!

His body, the bread, His blood, the wine; broken and poured out all for love.
The whole earth trembled and the veil was torn!
Love so amazing! Love so amazing!

All our hope is in You! All our hope is in You.
All the glory to You God, The Light of the world!

Music and Lyrics: Chris Tomlin, Daniel Carson et al.
©2008 sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy God, we confess that far too often we look to get things from you instead of wanting more
of you. We confess that our attitudes and actions contradict the gospel rather than rejoice in it;

and when we realize that’s what’s going on, we are only minimally grieved. We are in danger of
making you an addition to our life rather than our life itself. Forgive us and change us. This Lent,
fill our hearts so much with your beauty and bounty that your grace abounds in all we think, all

we say and all we do. We offer ourselves through Jesus our Savior.

Here’s My Heart

Refrain: Here's my heart (life) Lord.
Here's my heart (life) Lord.
Here's my heart Lord.
Speak what is true. (Speak what is true.)

'Cause | am found. | am Yours. | am loved. I'm made pure.
| have life. | can breathe. | am healed. | am free.

'Cause You are strong. You are sure. You are life. You endure.
You are good; always true. You are light breaking through!
Music and Lyrics: Chris Tomlin, Jason Ingram et al. © S. D. G. Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. But if we
confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
wickedness." (1John 1:8-9, NLT)

Leader: Friends, believe the gospel.

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!
SACRAMENT OF INFANT BAPTISM Doug Ashley
Autumn Elise Parker
Infant daughter of Eden and Matt Parker
SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 28:18-20 Elder Buck Birdsong

The commitment of the parents:

Do you acknowledge Autumn’s need of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ and the renewing grace
of the Holy Spirit?

Do you claim God’s covenant promises and benefits for Autumn and by faith do you look to the Lord
Jesus Christ for her salvation as you do your own?

Do you now unreservedly dedicate Autumn to God, and do you promise by relying on God’s power
and grace through the Holy Spirit to live an exemplary life before her?

Do you commit yourself to pray with and for Autumn, to teach her the Scriptures and the great arti-
cles of our faith in Jesus Christ?

Do you promise to use every means provided by God, including faithful participation in the life of the
Church, to bring Autumn up in the loving discipline of the Lord?

Continued

embraces you before you prove
anything, and after you've done
everything wrong, and says you
can come with nothing. And he
will love you through everything.”
-Ann Voskamp

In the name of our grace-filled God
we welcome you this morning.

Stay Connected. Please use the
“Virtual Friendship Pad” tab on our
website or “Connect With Us” on
the church app to register your
presence with us and leave prayer
requests or other messages.
Thank you!

What is Lent?

Today marks the first Sunday in
Lent. Lent is a forty-day season of
preparation and repentance during
which some followers of Jesus deeply
contemplate the ministry of Jesus
Christ. Just as we carefully prepare
for big events in our personal lives,
such as a wedding or commence-
ment, Lent invites us to make our
hearts ready for remembering the
unequivocal difference Jesus’ life,
death and resurrection makes in our
lives.

The number forty carries biblical
significance as it is based on the forty
years Israel spent in the wilderness
and Jesus’ corresponding forty-day
temptation in the wilderness. The
forty days of Lent begin on Ash
Wednesday and conclude
immediately prior to Resurrection
Sunday. The forty days do not count
Sundays as they are reserved for
celebratory worship.

Why do we baptize infants?

In the covenant God made
with Abraham, God saw fit to signify
and seal His covenant of grace
through circumcision, not only to
those who professed faith in God,
but to their children as well. Along
with other passages of Scripture,
Colossians 2:11-12 teaches us that
as the covenant of grace came to
fruition in Christ, baptism replaced
circumcision as the sign and seal of
that covenant. If God saw fit to
administer such a sacrament to the
children of professing believers in the
Old Covenant, why should we think
any differently about its administration
in the New?

We do not believe that baptism
saves. Salvation is by grace alone,
through faith alone, in Christ alone.
But we do believe it is “a sacrament,
wherein the washing of water in the
name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit, signifies and
seals our engrafting into Christ, and
partaking of the benefits of the
covenant of grace, and our
engagement to be the Lord’s.”

(Westminster Shorter Catechism,‘94)



The commitment of the congregation:

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Be

SERMON LESSON
SERMON

Do you, the members of this congregation, acting for yourselves and in behalf of the whole Body of
Christ, assume responsibility with these parents for the spiritual nurture of Autumn?

Do you commit yourself to set a godly example before Autumn, to provide as far as you are able all
that is necessary to the end that she may one day confess Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord?

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;

he descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;

the holy catholic church;

the communion of saints;

the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body;

and the life everlasting.

Thou My Vision

Be Thou my vision O Lord of my heart. Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art.
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be Thou my wisdom, and thou my true word! | ever with Thee, and Thou with me, Lord.
Thou my great Father and | Thy true son; Thou in me dwelling, and | with Thee one.

Riches | heed not, nor man's empty praise; Thou mine inheritance, now and always!
Thou, and Thou only Be first in my heart; High King of heaven, My treasure Thou art.

High King of heaven, when vict'ry is won, May | reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Music and Lyrics: Traditional Words: Public Domain , Music: Public Domain

Colossians 1:15-23 Doug Ashley

“Jesus: Encountering God”

Jesus

Refrain: Who walks (You walk) on the waters?
Who speaks (You speak) to the sea?
Who stands (You stand) in the fire beside me?
He roars (You roar) like a lion!
He bled (You bled) as the Lamb!
He carries (You carry) my healing in His (Your) hands; Jesus!

There is a truth older than the ages. There is a promise of things yet to come.

There is One born for our salvation; Jesus!

There is a light that overwhelms the darkness. There is a kingdom that forever reigns.
There is freedom from the chains that bind us; Jesus, Jesus.

There is a name | call in times of trouble. There is a song that comforts in the night.
There is a voice that calms the storm that rages. He is Jesus! Jesus!

Messiah! My Savior! There is power in Your name.
You're my rock and my Redeemer. There is power in Your name; In Your name.

Jesus, there is no one like You! Jesus, there is no one like You!
Music and Lyrics: Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash © 2016 Alletrop Music

THE LORD AT WORK THROUGH LONGVIEW EPC
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Eden & Matt Parker, Constance & Otto Mendez

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Lyrics used by permission. CCLI License # 11081661

NEW TO LONGVIEW EPC?

Help yourself to a mug in the foyer.
Prayer Ministry:

Email prayerteam@epclongview.org
with prayer requests. Prayer Calen-
dars are available upon request.

Children’s Activity Bags are
available in the foyer.

Our Church App V 2.4 updated.

Go to your APP store and look for
Longview EPC.

Tithes and Offerings are received
through the wooden boxes found

at each entrance to the sanctuary
and electronically via the website or
the APP and via mail.

LIVE STREAM

Following the livestream, the
service recording will be available
for viewing.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please view the preservice and
post-service slides.

THIS WEEK

Today

10:35 Gatherings for Children,
Youth and Adults Begins!
5:00 p.m. Youth Fellowship
Tuesday

5:00 p.m. Finance Meeting
Wednesday

6:00 p.m. KidMin!

Youth Bible Studies
Thursday

5:00 p.m. Session Meeting
5:30 p.m. Praise Team

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday, Feb. 28

9:30 a.m. Worship Service
10:35 a.m. Sunday Gatherings
5:00 p.m. Youth Fellowship
Mission Trip signup deadline
Wednesday, Mar. 3

6:00 p.m. Kidmin!

Youth Bible Studies

Thursday, Mar. 4

5:30 p.m. Praise Team

Sunday, Mar. 7

9:30 a.m. Worship Service with
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
10:35 a.m. Sunday Gatherings
11:45-12:45 p.m.

Kids’ Praise Team

5:00 p.m. Youth Fellowship

STAFF

Rev. Doug Ashley - Pastor
dashley@epclongview.org

Rev. Shelley Kral -Associate Pastor
skral@epclongview.org

Jason Hubbard - Youth Director
jhubbard@epclongview.org

David Luna - Music Director
dluna@epclongview.org

Carrie Northcutt - Int. Children’s Dir.
childrensministry@epclongview.org

Suzi White-Administrator
swhite@epclongview.org

Marti Samples-Admin. Assistant
frontoffice@epclongview.org

3800 Judson Road
Longview, TX 75605

info@epclongview.org
longviewepc.org

Phone: 903-234-0032
Guest Wi-Fi: EPCGuest
Password: Guestttt
Facebook: Longview EPC
Phone APP: Longview EPC
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